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13 Because the official tests for dourine and 
glanders are performed only at the National 
Veterinary Services Laboratories in Ames, 
IA, the protocols for those tests have not 
been published and are, therefore, not avail-
able; however, copies of ‘‘Protocol for the 
Complement-Fixation Test for Equine 
Piroplasmosis’’ and ‘‘Protocol for the 
Immunno-Diffusion (Coggins) Test For 
Equine Infectious Anemia’’ may be obtained 
from the Animal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service, Veterinary Services, National 

Center for Import-Export, 4700 River Road 
Unit 38, Riverdale, MD 20737–1231. 

inspector in charge at the port of entry 
shall direct. 

§ 93.308 Quarantine requirements. 
(a) Except as provided in this section 

and in § 93.324, horses intended for im-
portation into the United States from 
any part of the world shall be shipped 
directly to a port designated in §§ 93.303 
and 92.324 and be quarantined at said 
port until negative results to port of 
entry tests are obtained and the horses 
are certified by the port veterinarian 
to be free from clinical evidence of dis-
ease. 

(1) Except as provided in §§ 93.317 and 
93.324, and except with respect to 
horses from Argentina, Bermuda, and 
the British Virgin Islands, horses in-
tended for importation from the West-
ern Hemisphere shall be quarantined at 
a port designated in § 93.303 for not less 
than 7 days to be evaluated for signs of 
Venezuelan equine encephalomyelitis. 

(2) Horses intended for importation 
from regions APHIS considers to be af-
fected with African horse sickness may 
enter the United States only at the 
port of New York, and must be quar-
antined at the New York Animal Im-
port Center in Newburgh, New York, 
for at least 60 days. This restriction 
also applies to horses that have 
stopped in or transited a region consid-
ered affected with African horse sick-
ness. APHIS considers the following re-
gions to be affected with African horse 
sickness: Oman, Saudi Arabia, the 
Yemen Arab Republic, and all the re-
gions on the continent of Africa except 
Morocco. 

(3) To qualify for release from quar-
antine, all horses, except horses from 
Iceland, must test negative to official 
tests for dourine, glanders, equine 
piroplasmosis, and equine infectious 
anemia. 13 However, horses imported 

from Australia and New Zealand are 
exempt from testing for dourine and 
glanders. In addition, all horses must 
undergo any other tests, inspections, 
disinfections, and precautionary treat-
ments that may be required by the Ad-
ministrator to determine their freedom 
from communicable diseases. 

(4) Any quarantine period required 
for a horse shall be counted using the 
first day after arrival of the horse at 
the quarantine facility as the first day 
of quarantine and may be extended for 
such additional period as the Adminis-
trator may require to determine its 
freedom from disease. Any horse which 
is positive to any of the port of entry 
tests named in this paragraph or any 
other test required by the Adminis-
trator, or which is found by the port 
veterinarian to exhibit evidence of 
communicable disease during quar-
antine shall be refused entry into the 
United States and removed by the im-
porter to a country other than the 
United States within 10 days of the 
date that the importer is notified by 
APHIS that such horse has been re-
fused entry into the United States. 
Upon request, the Administrator may 
grant additional time for the removal 
of a horse from the United States in 
any case in which he or she determines 
that delay is unavoidable due to 
unforseen circumstances and the addi-
tional time for removal of the horse 
will not present a threat of the spread 
of communicable disease to other ani-
mals in the United States. At the op-
tion of the importer, such horse may be 
disposed of in accordance with such 
conditions as the Administrator be-
lieves necessary to prevent the dis-
semination of communicable disease 
into the United States. The importer 
shall be responsible for all costs of such 
removal or disposal. 

(b) Temporary, privately owned quar-
antine facilities. Horses presented for 
entry into the United States as pro-
vided in § 93.303(e) may be quarantined 
in temporary, privately owned quar-
antine facilities that meet the require-
ments of paragraphs (b)(1) and (b)(2) of 
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14 The name and the address of the Veteri-
narian in Charge in any State is available 
from APHIS, Veterinary Services, National 
Center for Import and Export, 4700 River 
Road Unit 39, Riverdale, MD 20737–1231. 

this section and that have been ap-
proved by the Administrator for a spe-
cific importation. 

(1) Approval. Requests for approval 
and plans for proposed temporary fa-
cilities must be submitted no less than 
15 days before the proposed date of 
entry of horses into the facility to 
APHIS, Veterinary Services, National 
Center for Import and Export, 4700 
River Road Unit 39, Riverdale, MD 
20737–1231. Before facility approval can 
be granted, a veterinary medical offi-
cer of APHIS must inspect the facility 
to determine whether it complies with 
the standards set forth in this section: 
Provided, however, that approval of any 
temporary facility and use of such fa-
cility will be contingent upon a deter-
mination made by the Administrator 
that adequate personnel are available 
to provide required services at the fa-
cility. Approval of any facility may be 
refused and approval of any quarantine 
facility may be withdrawn at any time 
by the Administrator, upon his or her 
determination that any requirements 
of this section are not being met. Be-
fore such action is taken, the operator 
of the facility will be informed of the 
reasons for the proposed action by the 
Administrator and afforded an oppor-
tunity to present his or her views. If 
there is a conflict as to any material 
fact, a hearing will be held to resolve 
the conflict. The cost of the facility 
and all maintenance and operational 
costs of the facility will be borne by 
the operator. 

(2) Standards and handling procedures. 
The facility must be maintained and 
operated in accordance with the fol-
lowing standards: 

(i) Inspection. Inspection and quar-
antine services must be arranged by 
the operator or his or her agent with 
the APHIS Veterinarian in Charge for 
the State in which the approved facil-
ity is located 14 no less than 7 days be-
fore the proposed date of entry of the 
horses into the quarantine facility. 

(ii) Physical plant requirements. (A) 
The facility must be located and con-
structed to prevent horses from having 

physical contact with animals outside 
the facility. 

(B) The facility must be constructed 
only with materials that can withstand 
repeated cleaning and disinfection. Dis-
infectants authorized in 9 CFR part 71 
must be used. All walls, floors, and 
ceilings must be constructed of solid 
material that is impervious to mois-
ture. Doors, windows, and other open-
ings of the facility must be provided 
with double screens that will prevent 
insects from entering the facility. 

(iii) Sanitation and security. (A) The 
operator of the facility must arrange 
for a supply of water adequate to clean 
and disinfect the facility. 

(B) All feed and bedding must origi-
nate from an area not under quar-
antine because of splenetic or tick 
fever (see part 72 of this chapter) and 
must be stored within the facility. 

(C) Upon the death of any horse, the 
operator must arrange for the disposal 
of the horse’s carcass by incineration. 
Disposal of all other waste removed 
from the facility during the time the 
horses are in quarantine or from horses 
that are refused entry into the United 
States must be either by incineration 
or in a public sewer system that meets 
all applicable environmental quality 
control standards. Following comple-
tion of the quarantine period and the 
release of the horses into the United 
States, all waste may be removed from 
the quarantine facility without further 
restriction. 

(D) The facility must be maintained 
and operated in accordance with any 
additional requirements the Adminis-
trator deems appropriate to prevent 
the dissemination of any commu-
nicable disease. 

(E) The facility must comply with all 
applicable local, State, and Federal re-
quirements for environmental quality. 

(iv) Personnel. (A) Access to the facil-
ity will be granted only to persons 
working at the facility or to persons 
specifically granted such access by an 
APHIS representative. 

(B) The operator must provide at-
tendants for the care and feeding of 
horses while in the quarantine facility. 
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(C) Persons working in the quar-
antine facility may not come in con-
tact with any horses outside the quar-
antine facility during the quarantine 
period for any horses in the facility. 

(v) Handling of horses in quarantine. 
Horses offered for importation into the 
United States that are quarantined in 
an approved temporary facility must 
be handled in accordance with para-
graph (a) of this section while in quar-
antine. 

(c) Permanent, privately owned quar-
antine facilities. Horses presented for 
entry into the United States as pro-
vided in § 93.303(e) may be quarantined 
in permanent, privately owned quar-
antine facilities approved by the Ad-
ministrator as meeting the require-
ments of paragraphs (c)(1) through 
(c)(6) of this section. 

(1) APHIS approval—(i) Approval pro-
cedures. Persons seeking APHIS ap-
proval of a permanent, privately owned 
quarantine facility must write to the 
Administrator, c/o National Center for 
Import and Export, Veterinary Serv-
ices, APHIS, 4700 River Road Unit 39, 
Riverdale, MD 20737–1231. The applica-
tion letter must include the full name 
and mailing address of the applicant; 
the location and street address of the 
facility for which approval is sought; 
blueprints of the facility; a description 
of the financial resources available for 
construction, operation, and mainte-
nance of the facility; the anticipated 
source or origin of horses to be quar-
antined, as well as the expected size 
and frequency of shipments; a contin-
gency plan for horses needing emer-
gency veterinary care; and a contin-
gency plan for the disposal of all the 
horses capable of being housed in the 
facility. 

(A) If APHIS determines that an ap-
plication is complete and merits fur-
ther consideration, the person applying 
for facility approval must enter into a 
service agreement with APHIS wherein 
the applicant agrees to pay the cost of 
all APHIS services associated with 
APHIS’ evaluation of the application 
and facility. APHIS charges for the 
evaluation of the application and facil-
ity at hourly rates listed in § 130.30 of 
this chapter. This service agreement 
applies only to fees accrued during the 
application process. If the facility is 

approved by APHIS, facility owners 
must enter into a compliance agree-
ment in accordance with paragraph 
(c)(2) of this section. 

(B) Requests for approval must be 
submitted to APHIS at least 120 days 
prior to the date of application for 
local building permits. Requests for ap-
proval will be evaluated on a first- 
come, first-served basis. 

(ii) Criteria for approval. Before a fa-
cility may operate as a permanent, pri-
vately owned quarantine facility for 
horses, it must be approved by APHIS. 
To be approved: 

(A) The facility must meet all of the 
requirements of this section; 

(B) The facility must meet any addi-
tional requirements that may be im-
posed by the Administrator in each 
specific case, as specified in the com-
pliance agreement required under para-
graph (c)(2) of this section, to ensure 
that the quarantine of horses in the fa-
cility will be adequate to determine 
their health status, as well as to pre-
vent the transmission of diseases into, 
within, and from the facility; and 

(C) The Administrator must deter-
mine that sufficient personnel, includ-
ing one or more APHIS veterinarians 
and other professional, technical, and 
support personnel, are available to 
serve as APHIS representatives at the 
facility. If the facility is approved, 
APHIS representatives will be present 
at all import quarantine operations in 
order to monitor them and will be 
present in order to provide other tech-
nical services to ensure the biological 
security of the facility, including, but 
not limited to, those specified in para-
graph (c)(4)(v)(H) of § 93.308. The Ad-
ministrator’s determination will be 
based on the expected size and fre-
quency of shipments to the facility, as 
described in the application for ap-
proval of a permanent facility, as well 
as any other pertinent information in 
the application. APHIS will assign per-
sonnel to facilities requesting approval 
in the order that the facilities are ap-
proved. The Administrator has sole dis-
cretion on the number of APHIS per-
sonnel to be assigned to the facility. 

(iii) Maintaining approval. To main-
tain APHIS approval, the operator 
must continue to comply with all the 
requirements of paragraph (c) of this 
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15 The name and address of the Veteri-
narian in Charge in any State is available 
from APHIS, Veterinary Services, National 
Center for Import and Export, 4700 River 
Road Unit 39, Riverdale, MD 20737–1231. 

section and the terms of the compli-
ance agreement executed in accordance 
with paragraph (c)(2) of this section. 

(iv) Denial or withdrawal of approval. 
Approval for a proposed permanent, 
privately owned quarantine facility 
may be denied or approval for a facility 
already in operation may be withdrawn 
at any time by the Administrator for 
any of the reasons provided in para-
graph (c)(1)(iv)(C) of this section. 

(A) Before facility approval is denied 
or withdrawn, the operator of the facil-
ity will be informed of the reasons for 
the proposed action by the Adminis-
trator and afforded an opportunity to 
present his or her views. If there is a 
conflict as to any material fact, APHIS 
will afford the operator, upon request, 
the opportunity for a hearing with re-
spect to the merits or validity of such 
action. 

(B) The Administrator may withdraw 
approval of an existing facility prior to 
a final determination in the hearing if 
the Administrator determines that 
such action is necessary to protect ani-
mal health or the public health, inter-
est, or safety. Such withdrawal will be 
effective upon oral or written notifica-
tion, whichever is earlier, to the oper-
ator of the facility. In the event of oral 
notification, APHIS will promptly give 
written confirmation to the operator of 
the facility. This withdrawal will con-
tinue in effect pending the completion 
of the hearing and any judicial review, 
unless otherwise ordered by the Admin-
istrator. In addition to withdrawal of 
approval for the reasons provided in 
paragraph (c)(1)(iv)(C) of this section, 
the Administrator will also automati-
cally withdraw approval when the oper-
ator of any approved facility notifies 
the APHIS Veterinarian in Charge for 
the State in which the facility is lo-
cated, in writing, that the facility is no 
longer in operation.15 

(C) The Administrator may deny or 
withdraw approval of a permanent, pri-
vately owned facility if: 

(1) Any requirement of this section or 
the compliance agreement is not com-
plied with; or 

(2) The operator fails to remit any 
charges for APHIS services rendered; 
or 

(3) The operator or a person respon-
sibly connected with the business of 
the quarantine facility acts as a paid 
agent (broker) for the importation or 
subsequent sale of horses; or 

(4) The operator or a person respon-
sibly connected with the business of 
the quarantine facility is or has been 
found by a court of competent jurisdic-
tion to have violated any law or regu-
lation pertaining to the importation or 
quarantine of any animal; or 

(5) The operator or a person respon-
sibly connected with the business of 
the quarantine facility is or has been 
convicted of any crime involving fraud, 
bribery, or extortion or any other 
crime involving a lack of the integrity 
needed for the conduct of operations af-
fecting the importation of animals; or 

(6) The approved quarantine facility 
has not been in use to quarantine 
horses for a period of at least 1 year. 

(D) For the purposes of this section, 
a person is deemed to be responsibly 
connected with the business of the 
quarantine facility if such person has 
an ownership, mortgage, or lease inter-
est in the facility’s physical plant, or if 
such person is a partner, officer, direc-
tor, holder, or owner of 10 percent or 
more of its voting stock, or is an em-
ployee in a managerial or executive ca-
pacity. 

(v) Approval for existing facilities. Any 
permanent, privately owned quarantine 
facility operating under APHIS author-
ization on August 3, 2009 must be ap-
proved by APHIS to continue quar-
antine operations by August 3, 2010 or 
else must cease horse quarantine oper-
ations. 

(2) Compliance agreement. (i) All per-
manent, privately owned quarantine 
facilities for horses must operate in ac-
cordance with a compliance agreement 
executed by the operator or his or her 
agent and the Administrator, which 
must be renewed on an annual basis. 

(ii) The compliance agreement must 
provide that: 

(A) The facility must meet all appli-
cable requirements of this section; 

(B) The operator agrees to have 
APHIS representatives present at all 
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import quarantine operations at the fa-
cility in order to monitor the import 
quarantine operations; 

(C) The operator agrees to be respon-
sible for the cost of the facility; all 
costs associated with its maintenance 
and operation; all costs associated with 
the hiring of employees and other per-
sonnel to attend to the horses as well 
as to maintain and operate the facility; 
all costs associated with the care of 
quarantined horses, such as feed, bed-
ding, medicines, inspections, testing, 
laboratory procedures, and necropsy 
examinations; and all APHIS charges 
for the services of APHIS representa-
tives in accordance with this section 
and part 130 of this chapter; 

(D) The operator agrees to bar from 
the facility any employee or other per-
sonnel at the facility who fails to com-
ply with paragraph (c) of this section 
or other provisions of this part, any 
terms of the compliance agreement, or 
related instructions from APHIS rep-
resentatives; 

(E) The operator agrees to dem-
onstrate, to the satisfaction of the Ad-
ministrator, that the routine cleaning 
and maintenance of the facility, the 
daily care of animals in quarantine, 
the disposal of wastes at the facility, 
the cleaning and disinfection proce-
dures employed by the facility, the 
handling, washing, and disposal of 
soiled and contaminated clothing worn 
within the facility, and the disposal of 
dead horses, whether onsite or offsite, 
adhere to the best practices of biologi-
cal security and animal care; 

(F) The operator agrees to random 
spot audits by APHIS representatives 
to determine whether employees and 
other personnel are complying with 
these practices; and 

(G) The operator of the facility al-
lows the Administrator to amend the 
compliance agreement at any time 
after approval of the facility in order 
to incorporate related instructions 
issued by APHIS representatives while 
the facility is operational 

(3) Physical plant requirements. The fa-
cility must meet the following require-
ments as determined by an APHIS in-
spection prior to admitting horses into 
the facility: 

(i) Location. The quarantine facility 
must be located in proximity to a port 

authorized under § 93.303(e). The site 
and the specific routes for the move-
ment of horses from the port to the 
site must be approved by the Adminis-
trator based on consideration of wheth-
er the site or routes would put the 
horses in a position that could result in 
the transmission of communicable dis-
eases to domestic horses. 

(ii) Construction. The facility must be 
of sound construction, in good repair, 
and properly designed to prevent the 
escape of quarantined horses. It must 
have adequate capacity to receive and 
house shipments of horses as lots on an 
‘‘all in, all out’’ basis, whereby separate 
lots of horses can be received and 
housed without contact with any other 
lots being quarantined at the facility. 
The facility must include the fol-
lowing: 

(A) Perimeter fencing. The facility 
must be surrounded by a security fence 
of sufficient height and design to pre-
vent the entry of unauthorized people 
and animals from outside the facility 
and to prevent the escape of the horses 
in quarantine. 

(B) Entrances and exits. All entryways 
into the nonquarantine area of the fa-
cility must be equipped with a secure 
and lockable door. While horses are in 
quarantine, all access to the quar-
antine area for horses must be from 
within the building, and each such 
entryway to the quarantine area must 
be equipped with a series of solid self- 
closing double doors. Emergency exits 
to the outside are permitted in the 
quarantine area. Such emergency exits 
must be constructed so as to permit 
their being opened from the inside of 
the facility only. 

(C) Windows and other openings. The 
facility must be constructed so that 
any windows or other openings in the 
quarantine area are double-screened 
with screening of sufficient gauge and 
mesh to prevent the entry or exit of in-
sects and other vectors of diseases of 
horses and to provide ventilation suffi-
cient to ensure the comfort and safety 
of all horses in the facility. The inte-
rior and exterior screens must be sepa-
rated by at least 3 inches (7.62 cm). All 
screening of windows or other openings 
must be easily removable for cleaning, 
but must otherwise remain locked and 
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secure at all times in a manner satis-
factory to APHIS representatives in 
order to ensure the biological security 
of the facility. 

(D) Lighting. The entire facility, in-
cluding its stalls and hallways, must 
have adequate lighting. 

(E) Loading docks. The facility must 
have separate docks for animal receiv-
ing and releasing and for general re-
ceiving and pickup, unless a single 
dock used for both purposes is cleaned 
and disinfected after each use in ac-
cordance with paragraph (c)(4)(iv)(F) of 
this section. 

(F) Surfaces. The facility must be 
constructed so that the floor surfaces 
with which horses have contact are 
nonslip and wear-resistant. All floor 
surfaces with which the horses, their 
excrement, or discharges have contact 
must provide for adequate drainage. 
All floor and wall surfaces with which 
the horses, their excrement, or dis-
charges have contact must be imper-
vious to moisture and be able to with-
stand frequent cleaning and disinfec-
tion without deterioration. Ceilings 
and wall surfaces with which the 
horses, their excrement, or discharges 
do not have contact must be able to 
withstand cleaning and disinfection be-
tween shipments of horses. All floor 
and wall surfaces must be free of sharp 
edges that could cause injury to horses. 

(G) Horse stalls. The stalls in which 
horses are kept must be large enough 
to allow each animal to make normal 
postural and social adjustments with 
adequate freedom of movement. Exer-
cise equipment for horses may be kept 
in the stalls, provided that there will 
still be sufficient space within the 
stalls for the horses to move freely 
once the equipment is installed. 

(H) Aisleways. The aisleways through 
which horses are moved to and from 
stalls must be wide enough to provide 
for safe movement of horses, including 
allowing horses to turn around in the 
aisleway, preventing horses in facing 
stalls from coming into contact with 
horses in the aisleway, and adequately 
ventilating the stalls. 

(I) Means of isolation. Physical bar-
riers must separate different lots of 
horses in the facility so that horses in 
one lot cannot have physical contact 
with horses in another lot or with their 

excrement or discharges. Stalls must 
be available that are capable of iso-
lating any horses exhibiting signs of 
illness. 

(J) Showers. A shower must be lo-
cated at each entrance to the quar-
antine area. If the facility has a ne-
cropsy area, a shower must be located 
at the entrance to the necropsy area. A 
clothes-storage and clothes-changing 
area must be provided with each show-
er area. There must also be one or 
more receptacles near each shower so 
that clothing that has been worn into 
the quarantine area can be deposited in 
a receptacle prior to entering the show-
er. 

(K) APHIS space. The facility must 
have adequate space for APHIS rep-
resentatives to conduct examinations 
and testing of the horses in quarantine, 
prepare and package samples for mail-
ing, and store the necessary equipment 
and supplies for duplicate samples. The 
space provided to conduct examina-
tions and testing must include a refrig-
erator-freezer in which to store sam-
ples. The examination space must in-
clude equipment to provide for the safe 
inspection of horses. The facility must 
also include a secure, lockable office 
for APHIS use with enough room for a 
desk, chair, and filing cabinet. 

(L) Necropsy area. The facility must 
either include an area for conducting 
necropsies onsite or must have des-
ignated an alternate facility at which a 
suitable necropsy area is available. If 
the facility has a necropsy area, it 
must be of sufficient size to perform 
necropsies on horses and be equipped 
with adequate lighting, hot and cold 
running water, a drain, a cabinet for 
storing instruments, a refrigerator- 
freezer for storing specimens, and an 
autoclave to sterilize veterinary equip-
ment. If the facility does not have such 
an area, it must specify an alternate 
facility at which a suitable necropsy 
area is available, a route from the 
quarantine facility to the alternate fa-
cility’s necropsy area, and the safe-
guards that will be in place to ensure 
that communicable diseases of horses 
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are not spread during transit. This al-
ternate facility and transport method-
ology must be approved by the Admin-
istrator under the procedures for re-
questing variances outlined in para-
graph (c)(6) of this section. 

(M) Storage. The facility must have 
sufficient storage space for equipment 
and supplies used in import quarantine 
operations. Storage space must include 
separate, secure storage for pesticides 
and for medical and other biological 
supplies, as well as a separate vermin- 
proof storage area for feed and bedding, 
if feed and bedding are stored at the fa-
cility. If the facility has multiple lot- 
holding areas, then separate storage 
space for any reusable supplies and 
equipment that are not disinfected 
after each use in accordance with part 
71 of this chapter must be provided for 
each lot-holding area. 

(N) Additional space needs. The facil-
ity must have an area for washing and 
drying clothes, linens, and towels and 
an area for cleaning and disinfecting 
equipment used in the facility. The fa-
cility must also include a work area for 
the repair of equipment. 

(O) Restrooms. The facility must have 
permanent restrooms in both the quar-
antine and nonquarantine areas of the 
facility. 

(P) Ventilation and climate control. 
The facility must be constructed with 
an air handling system capable of con-
trolling and maintaining the ambient 
temperature, air quality, humidity, 
and odor at levels that are not inju-
rious or harmful to the health of horses 
in quarantine. Air supplied to the quar-
antine area must not be recirculated or 
reused for other ventilation needs. Air 
handling systems for lot-holding areas 
must be separate from air handling 
systems for other operational and ad-
ministrative areas of the facility. In 
addition, if the facility is equipped to 
handle more than one lot of horses at a 
time, the air handling system must be 
adequate to ensure that there is no 
cross-contamination of air between 
separate lot-holding areas. 

(Q) Fire protection. The facility, in-
cluding the lot-holding areas, must 
have a fire alarm voice communication 
system. 

(R) Communication system. The facil-
ity must have a communication system 

between the nonquarantine and quar-
antine areas of the facility. 

(iii) Sanitation. To ensure that proper 
animal health and biological security 
measures are observed, the facility 
must have the following: 

(A) Equipment and supplies nec-
essary to maintain the facility in clean 
and sanitary condition, including pest 
control equipment and supplies and 
cleaning and disinfecting equipment 
with adequate capacity to disinfect the 
facility and equipment. 

(B) Any reusable equipment and sup-
plies that are not disinfected after each 
use in accordance with part 71 of this 
chapter maintained separately for each 
lot of horses. 

(C) Equipment and supplies used in 
the quarantine area maintained sepa-
rately from equipment and supplies 
used in the nonquarantine area. 

(D) A supply of potable water ade-
quate to meet all watering and clean-
ing needs, with water faucets for hoses 
located throughout the facility. An 
emergency supply of water for horses 
in quarantine must also be maintained. 

(E) A stock of disinfectant authorized 
in part 71 of this chapter or otherwise 
approved by the Administrator that is 
sufficient to disinfect the entire facil-
ity. 

(F) The capability to dispose of 
wastes, including manure, urine, and 
used bedding, by means of burial, incin-
eration, or public sewer. Other waste 
material must be handled in such a 
manner that minimizes spoilage and 
the attraction of pests and must be dis-
posed of by incineration, public sewer, 
or other preapproved manner that pre-
vents the spread of disease. Disposal of 
wastes must be carried out in accord-
ance with the terms of the compliance 
agreement, and is subject to spot au-
dits by APHIS representatives. 

(G) The capability to dispose of horse 
carcasses in a manner approved by the 
Administrator and under conditions 
that minimize the risk of disease 
spread from carcasses. 

(H) For incineration to be carried out 
at the facility, the facility must have 
incineration equipment that is de-
tached from other facility structures 
and is capable of burning animal waste 
and refuse. The incineration site must 
also include an area sufficient for solid 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 09:46 Mar 15, 2011 Jkt 223028 PO 00000 Frm 00472 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\223028.XXX 223028er
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
5C

LS
3C

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



463 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA § 93.308 

waste holding. Incineration may also 
take place at a local site away from 
the facility premises. All incineration 
activities, whether onsite or offsite, 
must be carried out in accordance with 
the terms of the compliance agree-
ment, and are subject to spot audits by 
APHIS representatives. 

(I) The capability to control surface 
drainage and effluent into, within, and 
from the facility in a manner that pre-
vents the spread of disease into, with-
in, or from the facility. If the facility 
is approved to handle more than one 
lot of horses at the same time, the 
drainage system must be adequate to 
ensure that there is no cross-contami-
nation between lot-holding areas. 

(iv) Security. Facilities must provide 
the following security measures: 

(A) The facility and premises must be 
kept locked and secure at all times 
while horses are in quarantine. 

(B) The facility and premises must 
have signs indicating that the facility 
is a quarantine area and no visitors are 
allowed. 

(C) The facility and premises must be 
guarded at all times by one or more 
representatives of a bonded security 
company, or, alternatively, the facility 
must have an electronic security sys-
tem that indicates the entry of unau-
thorized persons into the facility. Elec-
tronic security systems must be co-
ordinated through or with the local po-
lice so that monitoring of the quar-
antine facility is maintained whenever 
APHIS representatives are not at the 
facility. The electronic security sys-
tem must be of the ‘‘silent type’’ and 
must be triggered to ring at the moni-
toring site and not at the facility. The 
electronic security system must be ap-
proved by Underwriter’s Laboratories. 
The operator must provide written in-
structions to the monitoring agency 
stating that the police and a represent-
ative of APHIS designated by APHIS 
must be notified by the monitoring 
agency if the alarm is triggered. The 
operator must also submit a copy of 
those instructions to the Adminis-
trator. The operator must notify the 
designated APHIS representative 
whenever a breach of security occurs or 
is suspected of having occurred. In the 
event that disease is diagnosed in quar-
antined horses, the Administrator may 

require the operator to have the facil-
ity guarded by a bonded security com-
pany in a manner that the Adminis-
trator deems necessary to ensure the 
biological security of the facility. 

(D) The operator must furnish a tele-
phone number or numbers to APHIS at 
which the operator or his or her agent 
can be reached at all times. 

(E) APHIS is authorized to place 
APHIS seals on any or all entrances 
and exits of the facility when deter-
mined necessary by APHIS and to take 
all necessary steps to ensure that such 
seals are broken only in the presence of 
an APHIS representative. If someone 
other than an APHIS representative 
breaks such seals, APHIS will consider 
the act a breach in security and APHIS 
representatives will make an imme-
diate accounting of all horses in the fa-
cility. If a breach in security occurs, 
APHIS may extend the quarantine pe-
riod as long as necessary to determine 
that the horses are free of commu-
nicable diseases. 

(4) Operating procedures. The fol-
lowing procedures must be observed at 
the facility at all times: 

(i) Oversight by APHIS representatives. 
(A) Import quarantine operations at a 
privately owned quarantine facility 
may only be conducted with the phys-
ical presence of and monitoring by 
APHIS representatives. APHIS rep-
resentatives are also authorized to per-
form the services required by this sec-
tion and by the compliance agreement. 

(B) If, as the result of a spot audit, or 
for any other reason, APHIS deter-
mines that the operator has failed to 
properly care for, feed, or handle quar-
antined horses as required in this para-
graph (c) or in accordance with the 
terms of the compliance agreement, or 
has failed to maintain and operate the 
facility as provided in this paragraph 
(c) or in accordance with the terms of 
the compliance agreement, APHIS rep-
resentatives will furnish such services, 
will make arrangements for the sale or 
disposal of quarantined horses at the 
quarantine facility owner’s expense, or 
will begin the process for withdrawal of 
approval of the quarantine facility 
specified in paragraph (c)(1)(iv) of this 
section. 
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(ii) Personnel. (A) The operator must 
provide adequate personnel to main-
tain the facility and care for the horses 
in quarantine, including attendants to 
care for and feed horses, and other per-
sonnel as needed to maintain, operate, 
and administer the facility. 

(B) The operator must provide APHIS 
with an up-to-date list of all personnel 
who have access to the facility. The 
list must include the names, current 
residential addresses, and employee 
identification numbers of each person. 
When the operator wishes to grant ac-
cess to the facility to persons who have 
not previously had access to it, the op-
erator must update the list prior to 
such persons having access to the quar-
antine facility. 

(C) The operator must provide APHIS 
with signed statements from each em-
ployee and any other personnel hired 
by the operator and working at the fa-
cility in which the person agrees to 
comply with paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion and applicable provisions of this 
part, all terms of the compliance 
agreement, and any related instruc-
tions from APHIS representatives per-
taining to import quarantine oper-
ations, including contact with animals 
both inside and outside the facility. 

(iii) Authorized access. Access to the 
facility premises as well as inside the 
quarantine area will be granted only to 
APHIS representatives, authorized em-
ployees, and other personnel of the op-
erator assigned to work at the facility. 
All other persons are prohibited from 
the premises unless specifically grant-
ed access by an APHIS representative. 
Any visitors granted access must be ac-
companied at all times by an APHIS 
representative while on the premises or 
in the quarantine area of the facility. 

(iv) Sanitary requirements. (A) All per-
sons granted access to the quarantine 
area must: 

(1) Shower when entering and leaving 
the quarantine area; 

(2) Shower when leaving the necropsy 
area if a necropsy is in the process of 
being performed or has just been com-
pleted, or if all or portions of the exam-
ined animal remain exposed; 

(3) Wear clean protective work cloth-
ing and footwear upon entering the 
quarantine area; 

(4) Wear disposable gloves when han-
dling sick horses and then wash hands 
after removing gloves; and 

(5) Change protective clothing, foot-
wear, and gloves when they become 
soiled or contaminated. 

(B) The operator is responsible for 
providing a sufficient supply of cloth-
ing and footwear to ensure that all per-
sons provided access to the quarantine 
area at the facility have clean, protec-
tive clothing, and footwear when they 
enter the quarantine area. 

(C) The operator is responsible for 
the handling, washing, and disposal of 
soiled and contaminated clothing worn 
within the quarantine facility in ac-
cordance with the terms of the compli-
ance agreement. At the end of each 
workday, work clothing worn into the 
quarantine area must be collected and 
kept in a bag until the clothing is 
washed. Used footwear must either be 
left in the clothes-changing area or 
cleaned with hot water (148 °F min-
imum) and detergent and disinfected in 
accordance with the terms of the com-
pliance agreement. APHIS representa-
tives may conduct spot audits of all 
handling, cleaning, and/or disposal of 
used clothing or used footwear. 

(D) All equipment (including trac-
tors) must be cleaned and disinfected 
prior to being used in the quarantine 
area of the facility with a disinfectant 
authorized in part 71 of this chapter or 
otherwise approved by the Adminis-
trator. The equipment must remain 
dedicated to the facility for the entire 
quarantine period. Any equipment used 
with quarantined horses (e.g., halters, 
floats, feed, water buckets, and exer-
cise equipment) must remain dedicated 
to that particular lot of quarantined 
horses for the duration of the quar-
antine period or be cleaned and dis-
infected before coming in contact with 
horses from another lot. Prior to its re-
moval from the quarantine premises, 
any equipment must be cleaned and 
disinfected in accordance with the 
terms of the compliance agreement. 
APHIS representatives may conduct 
spot audits of all cleaning and disinfec-
tion of equipment. 

(E) Any vehicle, before entering or 
leaving the quarantine area of the fa-
cility, must be cleaned and disinfected 
in accordance with the terms of the 
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compliance agreement within a time 
period authorized by the APHIS rep-
resentative and with a disinfectant au-
thorized in part 71 of this chapter or 
otherwise approved by the Adminis-
trator. APHIS representatives may 
conduct spot audits of all cleaning and 
disinfection of vehicles. 

(F) If the facility has a single loading 
dock, the loading dock must be cleaned 
and disinfected after each use in ac-
cordance with the terms of the compli-
ance agreement within a time period 
authorized by the APHIS representa-
tive and with a disinfectant authorized 
in part 71 of this chapter or otherwise 
approved by the Administrator. APHIS 
representatives may conduct spot au-
dits of all cleaning and disinfection of 
the loading dock. 

(G) That area of the facility in which 
a lot of horses has been held or has had 
access to must be thoroughly cleaned 
and disinfected, with a disinfectant au-
thorized in part 71 of this chapter or 
otherwise approved by the Adminis-
trator, in accordance with the terms of 
the compliance agreement, upon re-
lease of the horses before a new lot of 
horses is placed in that area of the fa-
cility. APHIS representatives may con-
duct spot audits of all cleaning and dis-
infection of lot-holding areas. 

(v) Handling of the horses in quar-
antine. (A) All horses must be handled 
in accordance with paragraph (a) of 
this section. 

(B) Each lot of horses to be quar-
antined must be placed in the facility 
on an ‘‘all-in, all out’’ basis. No horse 
may be taken out of the lot while it is 
in quarantine, except for diagnostic 
purposes or as provided in paragraph 
(a)(4) of this section, and no horse may 
be added to the lot while the lot is in 
quarantine. Once import quarantine 
operations have been completed on a 
lot, but while the lot is still at the fa-
cility, a horse may be removed from 
that lot. 

(C) The facility must provide suffi-
cient feed and bedding for the horses in 
quarantine, and it must be free of 
vermin and not spoiled. Feed and bed-
ding must originate from an area that 
is not listed in part 72 of this chapter 
as an area quarantined for splenetic or 
tick fever. 

(D) Breeding of horses or collection 
of germplasm from horses is prohibited 
during the quarantine period. 

(E) Horses in quarantine will be sub-
jected to such tests and procedures as 
directed by an APHIS representative to 
determine whether they are free from 
communicable diseases of horses. 

(F) Any death or suspected illness of 
horses in quarantine must be reported 
immediately to APHIS. The affected 
horses must be disposed of as the Ad-
ministrator may direct, or depending 
on the nature of the disease, must be 
cared for as directed by APHIS to pre-
vent the spread of the disease. 

(G) Quarantined horses requiring spe-
cialized medical attention or addi-
tional postmortem testing may be 
transported off the quarantine site, if 
authorized by APHIS. A second quar-
antine site must be established to 
house the horses at the facility of des-
tination (e.g., veterinary teaching hos-
pital). In such cases, APHIS may ex-
tend the quarantine period for that 
horse and for its lot until the results of 
any outstanding tests or postmortem 
results are received. 

(H) Should a horse be determined to 
be infected with or exposed to a Feder-
ally regulated disease of horses, ar-
rangements for the final disposition of 
the infected or exposed horse must be 
accomplished within 10 days of the date 
that the importer is notified by the 
overseeing APHIS representative that 
the horse has been refused entry into 
the United States. APHIS representa-
tives must be physically present at and 
directly monitor the subsequent dis-
position of the horse. The operator 
must have a preapproved contingency 
plan for the disposal of all horses 
housed at the facility prior to issuance 
of the import permit. 

(I) Vaccination of horses in quar-
antine is prohibited. However, once im-
port quarantine operations have been 
completed on a lot, but while the lot is 
still at the facility, horses in that lot 
may be vaccinated. 

(vi) Records. (A) The facility operator 
must maintain a current daily record 
to record the entry and exit of all per-
sons entering and leaving the quar-
antine facility. 

(B) The operator must maintain the 
daily record, along with any records 
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kept by APHIS and deposited with the 
operator, for at least 2 years following 
the date of release of the horses from 
quarantine and must make such 
records available to APHIS representa-
tives upon request. 

(5) Environmental quality. If APHIS 
determines that a privately operated 
quarantine facility does not meet ap-
plicable local, State, or Federal envi-
ronmental regulations, APHIS may 
deny or suspend approval of the facility 
until appropriate remedial measures 
have been applied. 

(6) Variances. The Administrator may 
grant variances to existing require-
ments relating to location, construc-
tion, and other design features of the 
physical facility, as well as to sanita-
tion, security, operating procedures, 
recordkeeping, and other provisions of 
paragraph (c) of this section, but only 
if the Administrator determines that 
the variance causes no detrimental im-
pact to the overall biological security 
of the import quarantine operations. 
The operator must submit a request for 
a variance from the requirements for 
the construction of the facility in para-
graph (c)(3) of this section to the Ad-
ministrator in writing prior to the con-
struction of the facility. The operator 
must submit a request for a variance 
from the operational requirements in 
paragraph (c)(4) of this section to the 
Administrator in writing at least 30 
days in advance of the arrival of horses 
to the facility. Any variance must also 
be expressly provided for in the compli-
ance agreement. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0313) 

[55 FR 31495, Aug. 2, 1990] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 93.308, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and at www.fdsys.gov. 

§ 93.309 Horse quarantine facilities; 
payment information. 

(a) Privately operated quarantine facili-
ties. The importer, or his or her agent, 
of horses subject to quarantine under 
the regulations in this part shall ar-
range for acceptable transportation to 
the privately operated quarantine fa-
cility and for the care, feed, and han-
dling of the horses from the time of un-

loading at the quarantine port to the 
time of release from quarantine. Such 
arrangements shall be agreed to in ad-
vance by the Administrator. All ex-
penses resulting therefrom or incident 
thereto shall be the responsibility of 
the importer; APHIS assumes no re-
sponsibility with respect thereto. The 
quarantine facility must be suitable for 
the quarantine of such horses and must 
be approved by the Administrator prior 
to the issuance of any import permit. 
The facilities occupied by horses 
should be kept clean and sanitary to 
the satisfaction of the inspector as-
signed to supervise the quarantine. If 
for any cause the care, feed, or han-
dling of horses, or the sanitation of the 
facilities, is neglected, in the opinion 
of the inspector assigned to supervise 
the quarantine, such services may be 
furnished by APHIS in the same man-
ner as though arrangements had been 
made for such services as provided by 
paragraph (b) of this section, and/or the 
horses may be disposed of as the Ad-
ministrator, may direct, including sale 
in accordance with the procedure de-
scribed in paragraph (b) of this section. 
The importer, or his or her agent, shall 
request in writing such inspection and 
other services as may be required, and 
shall waive all claim against the 
United States and APHIS or any em-
ployee of APHIS for damages which 
may arise from such services. The Ad-
ministrator, may prescribe reasonable 
rates for the services provided under 
this paragraph. When it is found nec-
essary to extend the usual minimum 
quarantine period, the importer, or his 
or her agent, shall be so advised in 
writing and shall pay for such addi-
tional quarantine and other services 
required. Payment for all services re-
ceived by the importer, or his or her 
agent, in connection with each sepa-
rate lot of horses shall be made by cer-
tified check or U.S. money order prior 
to release of the horses. If such pay-
ment is not made, the horses may be 
sold in accordance with the procedure 
described in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, or otherwise disposed of as di-
rected by the Administrator. 

(b) Quarantine facilities maintained by 
APHIS. The importer, or his or her 
agent, of horses subject to quarantine 
under the regulations in this part shall 
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